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ORIGIN OF THE CULTURE AND UTILIZATION OF
LYCHEE AND ITS DEVELOPMENT

(Laboratory of Agricultural Relics and History, SCAC)

Liang Jia Mian
Abstract

Lychee was indiginous to South China, It has earned the reputation
of ¢ A delicious fruit designated to the Southern Soil, ” But a rather
complete and systematic historical monograph of its culture and util-
ization is still not yet found, So the present article is just a prelim-
inary trial report with the sole purpose of reviewing some historical
facts pertaining to the lychee fruit tree,

The present article is based on a rather sound and broad summation
of inter-related bibliographies starting with the original naming of the
word lychee, then, tracingup to the varietal names, as well as the
distribution of the fruit tree at home and abroad , down to the culti- -
vation and its utilization, The contents of the present article include
the different stages of historical development of the traditional tech-
niques in lychee propagation,seedling plants ,planting, breeding and
cultivation, plant protection,fruitharvesting and methods of storage,
A brief account of each of the ahove items is made,

Lastly, some sort of bird’s eye view summary on each of the
pertinent bibliographies of lychee topics is concisely and comprehen-
sively made for the convenience of further research and reference

for the readers on the lychee fruit,



