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A REPORT ON FALSE FRACTURE OF THE
EQUINE FIBULA

Chen Bai-Hsi

(Department of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Medicine SCAC)

Summary

This is the initial report on false fracture of the equine fibula in
China, In 1964 the author had corrected himself in mistaken diagnosis of
fibular fracture made previously, A total of 48 {fibulae in 26 animals of
Equus were examined by using caudalcranial projection radiograpy of
the hind legs, Fibulae presented various shapes whether they displayed
osseous continuity or not, The two fibulae of the same animal showed
bilateral symmetry in the majority of cases, Of the 26 cases examined
radiographically 12 cases had continuous fibulae, 12 cases discontinuous
and 2 cases in which the fibulae were absent, One must be careful not
to misdiagnose normal fibulac as being fractured, The main radiogphic
signs of false fracture of fibula were a radiolucent line in the area betw-
een the head and body of the fibula, disphyseal interruption or slight
displacement and a few fibulae with broad interspace between the bone
sections or having multiple defects, Generally, there was no lameness
observed clinically, The questions of differential diagndsis of true and
false fracture of the [fibula, as well as suspicious radiographic signs of

fibular fracture are raised,
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