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A PATHOLOGICAL STUDY OF AMYLOIDOSIS IN DUCKS
Ling Yu-shen
(Department of Veterinary Medicine)

SUMMARY

A definite diagnosis of amyloidosis in ducks was artived at after studies on 55 natural
cases , ranging from 12-33 months in age, Clinical signs were enlargement of abdomen
and sluggish pace, A large and firm liver could be easily palpated, At nectopsy, the
characteristic pathological change was found in the liver,which exhibited marked uniform
enlargement with smooth surface and having a pale-yellow, yellew-green, yellew-brown,
orange ot red-brown colour, The liver showed rubbery consistency . Tentative diagnosis
could be made on the basis of the above gross pathology and clinical symptoms, but a
definite diagnosis could only be made after histopathological and histochemical examina-
tions or transmission electron microscopy observation, In this study,histopathological sec-
tions were treated with H-E stain and Bennhold’s Congo red amyloid stain, and sections
of the same tissue were stained with Van Giesom’s collagen fiber stain and Gordon and
Sweet’s reticular fiber stain, This is a simple method to reveal the presence of amyloid,
Amyloid could be seen mainly in the liver, small intestinal mucosa, adrenals and spleen,
less frequently in the Kidneys and pancreas and rarely in the walls of small pulmonaty
blood vessels but not in the heart or brain, After studying the morphology of the patholog-
ical changes occurring in this disease and reviewing the relevant literature, the author
attempted an analysis of the problem and suggested a tentative hypothesis as to the etiology
and pathogensis of the disease in ducks, Based on th characteristic feature of this disease,

proposals for prevention and control were also put forward,
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