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STUDIES ON THE CROWTH AND FRUITING IN
WAX GOURD (Benincasa hispida Cogn,)
. The relation of the size of fruit to the position of the node setting fruits
Quan Peicong
(Department of Horticulture)

SUMMARY

The size of fruit is one of the main factors indicating the yeild of Wax gourd,Various
experiments on cultivation methods, such-as general culturing, variations in pinching
of nodes, planting seasons and plant densities, proved that the sizes of fruits were
found to be different with nodes of fruit set. The biggest fruit was sct in the 23rd to
35th nodes, The fruits setting before the 23rd node were found to be the smallest, and
those setting after the 36th node varied in fruit size, showing the unstability of fruiting
in this part of the plant, The results of the present study showed that big fruits can be
obtained from the 3rd to s5th female flowers in the main stem, and those from the Ist
or 2nd female flower are rather small, while those after the gth female flower are of
variable sizes,

The female flowers of wax gourd develop during the progress of plant growth, Owing
to the difference of the different vegetative growth periods, and also the differences in
the nutrition conditions, the developments of each female flower at different nodes
varied, Thus, the position of the node will decide the degree of the development of
each fruit which will result in producing a big or small fruit,

In conclusion, big fruits can only be set on the plant during its strong and vigorous
vegetative growth phase and during the frait developmznt period ; adequate fertilization

and nutrition for the plant should be maintained,



