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THE INITIATION OF ARIL AND ONTOGENY OF
FRUIT IN LITCHI CHINENSIS SONN,

Huang Huibai Jiang Shiyao
(Department of Horticulture) (Department of Biology, Jinan University)

Xie Chang

(Department of Agrobiology)
ABSTRACT

The aril in the fruit of litchi (Litchi chinensis Sonn, cv, ‘Gui Wei’) initiates from

the funicle about one week after anthesis on the side opposite to the micropyle, However,
it appeares as late as about one month after anthesis on the micropylar side, Being at

variance with the suggestion made by Banerji and Chaudhuri (1944) that aril develops
directly “from the tissue of the obturator”, our observations have revealed that, on the
micropylar side, the aril develops from the funicle at a site just above the obturator, The
obturator itself gradually breaks down and finally disappears,

It is reasonable from the point of view of anatomy and physiology to divide the
ontogeny of litchi fruit into 2 stages i,e, (I) The growth of seedcoat and pericarp, and

(II)The growth of cotyledons and aril, with which maturation proceeds concomitantly,
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