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12,20 | 3 1200 14 5  8.62 105 1 27,73
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A PRELIMINARY OBSERVATION ON THE TEA
BUD MIDGE (CONTARINIA SP)

Xie zhenlun
(Department of Agronomy)

ABSTRACT

The tea bud gall midge (Contarinia sP) first found in China is a serious pest in
South China, There are 3 generations each year in Guangdong province, During
winter the matured larvae hibernate in the soil or inside the insect gall, The larvae
feed on youhg buds, which become gall shaped after injured, There are 3 larval
instars, with a total laval period of about 40-—160 days, The pupal perjod varies from

6 —10 days, TlLe longevity of the adults lasts 3;4.5 days, They are weak fliers,
being phototrophic at night, About 60-80 eges, laid in masses by each female on the
young Bnds, afe hatched in 4 -11 days, The latvae live inside the gall all the time ,
when matured the larvae drop down into the soil and pupate, The damage is more
serious in mountainous areas;

Efiective control measures include,

a, Hand pickipg of insect galls,

b, Before the adult eclosion from the soil, spraying with 0,1% DDVP or 0,01%
Dimehypo, - ‘ ‘
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