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BISCHOFIOIDEAE, A NEW SUBFAMILY OF EUPHORBIACEAE
Li Pingtao

(Department of Forestry)

ABSTRACT

The present paper ajims further to discuss the systematic position of the Bischofia Bl,
on the basis of all related data both here and abroad, It is unsatjsfactory that defined
characters of the Bischofiaceae made by H, K, Airy Shaw, as it has been found that
those defined characters is the same for varijous distinct genera else in Euphorbiacese, for
example, trifoliate leaves on the long petioles for Hevea Aubl,, no petal and disk for
Sapium Jacq,, Sebastionia Spreng, Homalanthus Juss, and Ricinus Linn, Therefore, the
author is of the opinjon that that the Bischofiaceae is unadvisable one which have not
met with general acceptance,

In Bischofia, some features such as unjsexual flowers, superjor and 2-4-celled ovary,
belong to a category of an inherent characters in Euphorbiacese rather than a tribe or
subtribe in Euphorbiaceae-Phyllanthoideae,because the some features , such as latjcife-
rous, trifoliolate and chromosome (X= 7) , is characteristic of Bischofia which differs
trom the Phyllanthoidede, Thus Bischofia is reasonaly regarded by author as new subfa-
mily, hence Bischofioideae (Muell, Arg, ) P, T, Li,

The systematical position of Bischofia may be designated here as follows.

Bischotioideac (Muell, Arg, ) P, T, Li, subfam, ¢t comb, nov,

Euphorbiaceae-Bischofieae Muell, Arg, in Linnaea 34. 64, 1865,

Euphorbiaceae-Phyllanthoideae-Phyllantheae~Bischofinae Pax et Hoffm, in Engl, Pflan-
zenr, 81 (IV 147 .XV) ,.312, 1921, et in Engl, et Harms, Pflanzenfam, ed, 2, 19¢. 78,
1931,

Bischofiaceae (Muell, Arg, ) Airy Shaw in Kew Bull, 18 (2),252, 1965, syn, nov,

Type. Bjachotia BI,



