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DESIGNING AND ESTABLISHING AN ENGLISH ITEM BANK WITH THE COMPUTER

Zhao yanyi
(Department of English)

Abstract To design and establish an English item bank with the computer is one of the most effective approaches to
realizing standardized tests. With an IBM/PC microcomputer, an English item bank was established using a DATA
BASE X (DBASE I ) managing system and based on extensive collection of language material in five aspects namely
» listening , vocabulary , identilying errors, reading and writing ,By classifying and storing them in different categories,
editing, finding, calculating, comparing, designing and printing could be done for a standardized test, Two
experimental tests were carried out on postgraduates with the computer-designed test papers, Examining the teat results
with three statistical measurements, distribution, validity and reliability, it was concluded that the tests had reached
those standards. As a result, this item bank can be recommended to work in qualifying tests for postgraduates in
agricultural universities,

Key words Computer item bank; Qualifying test for postgraduates; DBASE III



