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A PRELIMINARY STUDY ON THE FEEDING VALUE OF
LEAF MEAL AND PETAL MEAL FROM Cassia surattensis

Wen Liufa Pu Yingyuan Zheng Cheng Deng Huixue
(Dept. of Animal Science, South China Agr. Univ., Guangzhou 510642)

Abstract

Leaf meal and petal meal from Cassia surattensis Burm. were prepared by oven—drying the
collected leaves and petals at 60 C~70 C and then grinding to pow der. The Cassia leaf meal
(CLM) contained 24.7% protein and 8.5% crude fiber; The Cassia petal meal(CPM) con-
tained 19.1 % protein and 20. 3% crude fiber on a dry matter basis. A 3-week feeding ex-
periment was conducted with five groups of ninety day-old Shigiza cockerels containing 30
birds each. Treatment consisted of a basal diet (control) and four test diets supplemented
with CLM at levels of 2 %, 4 %, 6% and with CPM at 3 % respectively in mash. The result
of the feeding experiment indicated that supplementing CLM at up to 6 % and CPM at 3% in
poultry rations would not depress the performance of chickens, and the chicks fed test diets
were pigmented well. It is concluded that leaves and petals of Cassia surattensis Burm. are

potential sources of feedstuff and xanthophyll pigments for poultry .
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