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CASTRATION EFFECT BY LITHOSPERM UM ERYTHRORHIZON
SIEB. AND ALLIED TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINES
IN YUEHUANG COCKERELS

Dai Yuanwei Jiang Qingyan Luo Yang Zhan Xizhong Gao Ping Fu Weilong
(Dept. of Animal Sci., South China Agrics Univ., Guangzhou, 510642)

Abstract

The effects of the extracted materials (dosages; 0.75%, 1.50% & 3.00 % added to diets of ex-
perimental groups I, Il and IIlrespectively) from tradionally Chinese medicines on body weight
gain, development of testis, comb and wettle, levels of serum testosterone and meat quality
were investigated in Yuehuang cockerels. Compared with the control cockerels the body
weights of treated groups II and Illwere higher (P<Z0. 05 and P<<0.01) at the end of 6th and
8th week. In the 8th and 10th week, testicular weights , testicular indexes and serum testos-
terone levels in all treated groups showed a dose dependent decrease. The treatment also
dampered development of comb and wettle, significantly increased contents of crude protein in
breast muscle, but had no significant effects on crude protein in leg muscle, water and fat con-
tents in both breast and leg muscles. The above results indicated that the extracted materials
from tradional Chinese antifertility medicines were capable of promting weight gain of cock-
erels, inhibiting growth of testis, comb and wettle, reducing levels of serum testosterone, im-

proving meat quality and exert a significant castration effect on cockerels.
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