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STUDY ON Comoritis albicapilla OF LITCHI TREE

Luo Qihao Wu Yatai Ou Meiling Chen Yufeng  Xufeng
(Dept. of Horticulture, South China Agric. Univ., Guangzhou, 510642)

Abstract

An injurious insect of Litchi tree, Comoritis albicapilla Moriuti., was recently discovered in
South China. In Guangzhou this insect had one generation yearly. Its mature larvae hibernated at
the infected bark of the host plant. After hibemation, the insect pupated from April to May, the
pupal stage varied from 8 ~15 days at 25 ~30 C and relative humidity 65 % ~80% in the labora-
tory. The adults emerged at the beginning of May lasting a period of 4 ~10 days. The adults laid
eggs on the surface of the tree bark. The egg stage lasted 6 ~ 12 days., The larvae fed on the bark
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of the Litchi tree. This feeding process of the larvae reached the climax from September to
November. The whole larval stage lasted 320 ~ 340 days. This paper also described the morpholo-
gy, life history, habits and the developmental situation of this insect. Some effective methods of
its control were also suggested. It should be particularly mentioned that the entomopathogenic ne-
matode Steinernema carpocapsae A24 was highly effective in controlling the insect as demonstrat -

ed by the result of our laboratory research.
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