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Tab. 1 Floristic characteristics of China's first batch of rare and endangered theaceous plants distributed in Guangdong
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species category generic areal type distribution of species distribution in Guangdong

Apterasperma oblata
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Tab. 2 Conservational value for Guangdong’s rare and endangered theaceous plants

species direct use

scientific and potential value

ecological function

Apterasperma dblata

Camellia aupnelliana 30%

s

Camellia granthamiana
Camellia grijsii s
Camelia reti culata

Camellia snensis
var. assamica

Euwyodendron excelsum

Stewartia snensis
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Floristic and Conservational Analysis of Guangdong/s
Rare and Endangered Theaceous Plants

SU Zhi-yao, WU Da-rong, CHEN Bei-guang
(College of Forestty, South China Agric. Univ., Guangzhou 510642 China)

Abstract: Floristic characteristics of Guangdong/s rare and endangered theaceous plants are delineated based on field
work and published data. Consewational evaluation and strategies are given following floristic analysis. 8 species of rare
and endangered theaceous plants were found distributing in Guangdong, representing all of China's first batch of rare and
endangered theaceous plants except yellow camellias. These rare and endangered theaceous plants were found distributing
in only afew localities where few such trees have been found, indicating very high endangerment plus strict endemism for
such plants. Most wnspicuously are Apteroperma oblata and Euwryodendron excelsum , the two monotypics which include
only one species in a genus, found only in 3 to 4 sites along the Yunkai Mountain Range straddling the western border of
Guangdong and the southeastern border of Guangxi, signifying great systematic and floristic importance. In view of the
endangerment situation of Cuangdong/s rare and endangered theaceous plants and their economic, scientific and cultural
values great importance should be attached to the cnservation and species rehabilitation of such plants. First, in situ
conservation should be reinforced so that their endangerment and probable extinction can be halted; second, species
restoration should be inwrporaied into regular afforestation and silvicultural projects; and third, a center for the
conservation and propagation of rare and endangered theaceous plants should be established, which will become a center of

scientific research and provide a base for future exploitation.
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