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Composition and Seasonal Changes of Litter in an Artificial Mangrove
in Nansha, Guangzhou
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(1 The Research Institute of Tropical Forestry, Chinese Academy of Forestry,Guangzhou 510520, China;
2 College of Agriculture, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642 ,China)

Abstract ; Litters from 3 stands of mangrove, i.e., 6-year-old Sonneratia apetala, 4-year-old S. apetala,
and 6-year-old S. caseolaris, were collected in the area of Nansha Wetland of Guangzhou. An analysis of
annual variation in litter production showed that the total litter of the stands exhibited a seasonal change
with a single peak. The highest peak appeared during August and September, and shifted to a lower level
between December and February. The total litter production of the three mangrove stands was in the order
of 6-year-old S. apetala(1 519.30 g-m > -year ') > 6-year-old S. caseolaris(1 446.94 g-m~* -year ') >
4-year-old S. apetala (1 323.45 g-m™-year™" ). Although the amounts of leaf, branch, flower and
fruit in composition were different, the leaf was the main component and its proportion exceeded 60%

among them. The flower proportion of the total litter production was the lowest.
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mangrove in Nansha district in Guangzhou
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The observation of annual litter production of artificial mangrove in Nansha district in Guangzhou
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