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Methods for Determination of the Activities of Four Enzymes Involving
Phenolic Metabolism in the Pericarp of Litchi

LI Xiaojing, HUANG Xuming, HU Guibing, WANG Huicong
(College of Horticulture, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642, China)

Abstract ;: The objective of this study was to establish improved methods for determination of the activities
of the key phenolic biosynthesis enzymes. The pericarp of litchi ( Litchi chinensis), an important ever-
green fruit crop cultivated in south China, was used as material. Two-point method and enzymatic kinetic
method combined with the use of photospectrometry and high performance liquid chromatography to ana-
lyze the formation of end products were applied. The key phenolic biosynthesis enzymes included phenyl-
alanine ammonia-lyase ( PAL), chalcone flavanone isomerase ( CHI), dihydroflavonol 4-reductase
(DFR) and UDP-glucose: flavonoid 3-O-glucosyltransferase ( UFGT). The enzyme purification from
crude extracts, enzyme activity protection and methods to dissolve substrates were all critical for reliable
enzyme activity determinations. The possible problems during the activity determination of these enzymes
and corresponding solutions were mentioned. The changes in PAL, CHI, DFR and UFGT activities meas-
ured by the improved methods in the pericarp of litchi during fruit development were generally consistent
with previous reports. The improved methods are reliable and will provide important reference for phenol-

ic biosynthesis studies.

Key words: Litchi chinensis; phenolic metabolism; phenylalanine ammonia-lyase ( PAL) ; chalcone fla-
vanone isomerase ( CHI) ; dihydroflavonol 4-reductase ( DFR) ; UDP-glucose: flavonoid 3-
O-glucosyliransferase (UFGT) ; enzyme activity assay method
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YR AETE S R R 9 2 By 2840 5 W), (48
BA A5 52 5 26165 ) (Simple phe-
nols) ,2 75 & ¥ 114 28 5 [ ( Flavonoids ) F14E {4 R
( Anthocyanidins ) , 21~ 55 & ¥4 JfL 46 # Z ( Proanthocy-
anidin) 2" i F LR E Y AA T AL ERA
H B 4 ) N 2R A8 P 1) 5 0 3 AR 4P DNA FIT
A RRRE ¢ AE 5 5 T I DR, T AR R A 2 KR T,
PE koK B IR BRI B 4B R T
WA AP 4 2 SR A AR T B 3R i R
VE R IR R A Y DU R R AR 3R (R S 8
MR AEER MBS ) Z—, J& Tk F SRl
P —REEARD . AN, ZEWEY LS R
SRR SE AR X R IR S SR Y 5 R
JHM3E A PR A 23 3 A W) 2 2 00 22 B S W) BT )
%[5—6].

T B R S A A2 2 I 5% B R s 2 (AL A A
AW 2 —. Z 2R W) R A G ARV 2
Yh AR AT TE , A 2738 e 5 sa ke T ARG I 45
B, JROF S T EMIE R LA T AR b ry R
R B SE N R PR, 1E 22 ) B AC g rh
PN A TR it A i ( PAL) AL 48 I8 2R 7™ A PR IR , ot
B2 ST LR AR 1 AT, 0 O B 5 288 I 15 A
AHIC Y Il 32 22 A LR & 308 ( CHS ) Al JLA 5344
ity (CHI) ; J5UfE T R AL (R 15 U DA G RO G
B A B A B ( DFR ) F02K o B RE 5 7% 1
(UFGT). i 1 e 5k P e ik 4 SR d B e R B, 18
5 qPCR —& ] T8~ Wy 2P S A s i N AEAIL 1
BAESEPR TAE D, i T B 2 A e W B AR S, 150
T PRSI e Rl R A A IR A 1 2 B
FEEAEWFFT AR qPCR i i 6 1 A T 2
SR H AT— 260145 1 [ s 2 S AR A SR JE [ R ik
SRR % P4 A HEPIE.

FHROE T T SRR, 2B S 2
KY PG RIE B AR s e LKA TfE
P A A S R PR 2 5 R B R S
WEFE— A E 27 . A HE5E2H 22 45 AR 5 BUR 55
By FNAE T H AV IY , S 1T 2 Wy AL 4 1 A
Y5 IO B T P )0 R D7 . TR R R 5K 3
B H TR I BRI, 2 R 4 A 48 Bl I M I 1
UEAEFAT SO E J7 vk AT T 0k, V2 I N R AT
B G MBI M S A 4 I o 7 v, A AT,
ASCUATHRCR B AR, A 40 4 AT AR C
SRR 0 TS D A ks B R I, DU A DG 1Y
WFFE SRS

1 #MR57FE

1.1 &t

WFFE IR I B R A S i a6 b, 4
AEPREI 3 BB FE A ST 42 d T4 RAE H B R 5L
JIGER, RAE R R BCFIR A 70 T, 3T FLAR BOR B2 13 A
HANGAUR , IR R 01 5282, T - 80 Tk
FRAE 25 .
1.2 PAL i2ERF0iE MM E

PAL iy $ BRI 1 2 2% Lister 1 I () J7
IR B2 AR B (29 0.2 ¢) TEIRCA
H TR S A R AR R, A 1.8 mL $RBGH [ A 100
~' Tris-HC1 (pH 8.8), i m ik E K 20
g+ L7 F R (BSA) .5 mmol + L™ B d5oh
BE(DTT) ], )3 a i e A% 5 2 mL g 8048 . AE
4 CL4AET,12000 r - min ™' B0 10 min, Bt 1 mL |3
Wik PD10 ( GE. Healthcare® | Buckinghamshire, UK)
JRERAT S, 5 . b AR A () ELARHRAE < S TP
[ % 100 mmol + L' Tris-HCl (pH 8.8),5 mmol + L™'
DTT | Wbl 1, PR R BB AR T 5 A 1 mL 42
OB, SR IBGR I B FRAR S A 1. 8 mL ~P#i7, Ak
LENEWR , S5 P AT R R AR (U IR 2 mL R4 T
T T oA B L F A 2 mIL PR
BEUEW AV I AL A

it S A 2R A 45 Al AL B 0. 5 L F-#F i 0.7
mL #1100 mmol - L ™' AN &R 100 wl, 78 37 C 4%
PFF SR 45 min J5, 200 WL 5 &k B2 O 350
g+ LT =S A1, 10 000 v+ min ™ B0 5
min fR VR BT R EIEWRTE 290 nm R
DG, o BRI T AN I AR I =R 1Y B, v A I
I SRR AT, Tl P B A i) PR AR TR B
R, B pmol -+ g7 - min”

AD,yy o X 1.8 X2 x1.5
PALIEEE =10 207 x0.5 xmy,

Horp 19,207 A AHEFRTE 290 nm | ) wmol B &R
B0 8 IASRIBGR AR (mlL) 52 Sy BEE I iR
R MREAEEIG 1. 5 S BOWAR R AT (mL) ;0.5 2
JOWEAA 2 F A AR () 5 g SR A it 1 B 5 S
(8).
1.3 CHI #1 DFR $RERFIE & E

CHI I DFR {942 HULE Lister %5 HH 7 15
filt AT Bkt B2 AN RBZIA 7 (£9°0.2 ) FEIRA
T B B R K, A 1.8 mL 2 B [ F 100
mmol + L' Tris-HCl (pH 7.5), i & ¥ J¥ N 20

mmol + L
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g+ L[ BSA,S mmol - L™ DTT ], 513 J sk 655
2 mL ELEH. FE4 C L TF,12000 ¢ + min ™'
230 10 min, 1 mL E3EWEE PD10 JBERAE 5 48 1.
ST F 100 mmol - L™" Tris-HCI (pH 7.5) Fi1 5
mmol + L™" DTT, i £h i F2)F A 1. 2.

CHI 5 PEI5E i) RO A& 2R 1 mL, A0 HR B 25
pL Tris-HCl (pH 7.5, 50 mmol + L.™' KCN)965 pL
F120 mmol - L~" ¥ /R ( Aldrich 136123) 10 pl, %
T 370 nm bW 5E BiESh J1, LLRE S PG AR AL
0. 01 Bt M o 1 s P, B 1U.

_ ADy,,, x1.8 x2

11111

CHUIATE =601 x0.025 xmy
Hodr,0.01 Sy FUE 1 1 A~ il A7 1 Ol 25 3 A8 Ak i
L8 S MASRIBGR B A (mLL) 52y i 7 3 i 4k
S AR B A 405 0. 025 Sy K v 4 2 v TR 1 A R
(mL) ,mg RESLAOEE TR (g) .

DFR & #£ 0 3 2% Stafford 45 (77 3%, OF
INCARCHE. S A ZR 1 mL, 63455 il 42 BU 600 wlL,
1 mmol - L™" i & M iz Z ( Dihydroquercetin, Fluka
78666)20 wL,0.3 mmol - L'y NADPH 40 pL, 100
mmol + L~" Tris-HCl (pH7.5) 340 wL. L 600 pL fiff
WK 5 min ¥ 515 A LA 520 WA X B AE
30 CHMTF RN h, ZJEA 1 mL 1) ¥R L ER%
IR TEdR Gt 5800k , #0402 Ja B B R
FN P EAE T, EREIMA SR OB WK, &9 1
JZW ,RapidVap® ( Labconoco, MO, USA) igh% 7% k& %&
GhzETE, mA T mLOE T EE - HCL iR L VOIET
fE): V(HCl) = 95:5],95 C7K¥A 15 min, JJ5E 550 nm
RER I, AR Aot B84 0. 01 B it i i oy 1
ARG AL ED LU
. ADy . X 1.8 x2

DFRIETE =6 01 %0.6 xmy °
Horp,0.01 Sy HUAE 1 1 A Bl A7 1) O %85 J A8 Al 5
L8 M ASRIBGR A A AR (mLL) 52 Sy i 7 3 Btk
S 10 i BE AT 45 0. 6 S K2 AR A& o i R 1Y 14 R
(mL) smg AR AOEEBTEE (g) .
1.4 UFGT {=REVAE SN E

UFGT F3R BURTS M 52 78 Ford 45 Hat )y ik
(A AR, B2 AR (29 0.2 g) 7RI
RV B S BB A, A 1.8 mL 3R EUR [ 7% 100
mmol + L' Tris-HCl (pH 8.0),10 mmol + L' DTT,
1.5 mmol + L™ A8 FSE R BEIR, B ht ¥ HE Ny 20 g - L
() BSA, 4 F1 43 053 51 R 10% 19 H 3k F1 0. 1% 1)
TritonX-100 ] , &) 9% J5 LA 5] 2 mL B0 T, 4

CLAF,12000 r + min ™" B> 10 min, B 1 mL 3%
i PDI0 B4R A% 5 45 H. P #5100 mmol - L~
Tris-Hel (pH 8.0) .5 mmol + L™" DTT, [k (87 7]
1.2.

it SRR FR AL A 100 WL BRI 100 L S0
[ 4 100 mmol + L' Tris-HCl( pH8.0) ,50 mmol « L'
PEG(4000) ,14 mmol + L™'B-Fi % Z,B%,2 mmol - L'
1 DTT,10 mmol - L™" % Cyanidin ( Sigma79457 ) 1 9
mmol - L~" %) JI§ 1 = %5 i % % k% ( UDPGlu, Sigma
U4625) ].30 °C )i 20 min, 150 pL A&FLH0Ch 5%
) HCL Z8 11 S, D 100 L F 3O S I ¥ 57 B
JA 150 L (% HCL g%, 12 000 r + min =" 8505 10
min, BV 0. 45 pm K 98k, A HPLC I &
BN A AR T T

BTSRRI S % Wei 251 1738 19 J7 ik,
{#i ] Angilent 1200 HPLC £ 5t ( Agilent Technologies,
Waldbronn, Germany ), fid 75 U JG ZE . DAD £ | 3
(G1315D) M- Wb 4% (G1364C) AL IAR . A 3k
Fegs, 4 250 mm x4. 6 mm NUCLEODUR® C18 ffii%
#E ( Macherey-Nagel GMBH&Co. KG, Germany ) , £ il
Pt 520 nm, FERERE 100 WL, SR IS BZ P 7 =X i 3
A A AT B0 1. 6% () H IR FH RS0, i sh Al B
PR 1. 6% B HYRR AW, 6 P35 Y It st 1) DL
1R HPLC RG005 85 S 300 BOR B S OB, 1
WA AR R A (R -3 — WA, ek i s s T
JEAE bR 0 SN AR BRI AE 75 1 A T it

*1 ZHEFEEEBE HPLC 4 B4 NE E LR E xR

Tab.1 The gradient elution program for HPLC separation

of anthocyanins in the pericarp of litchi

¢/min WA A /% WEhAE B At/ %
0~5 15 85
5~10 20 80
10 ~28 28 72
28 ~35 0 100
2 ZHRE5OMH

2.1 LR FEd PAL,CHI 0 DFR &%

TEAESG 42 ~ 56 d* B ZBUR B PAL T 4
A K, AT 5.5 ~7.0 pmol - gfl « min "' ,
TEAEST 63 d T PEW] 2T B, B S 76 R S iU (o iy
TEPERI A (] 1a) . 4B )T 42 d° S SRR 2
o CHI IS PE B, BE G 2R 52 5 10 13 I, & ¢ Ay
(AEJ5 63 d) TEPEREAR, I 5 Bl & R 52 1) R 605
PERGINCIE b)) JEE Z5 B B DFR & PR 2R 52
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2.2 HBREH UFGT &tk

UNTEL 2a, i 52 X B ATE 23. 4 min 7245
g , U TRIFR Oy 61. 2, 32 FONE I A B 2R 56 €4
AR R IEAE G 70 d 1 ¢ BRI S AUR KRR
i, RO AT E 6, &0k 7 ARG, R
K E7E 14 F1 16 min 245 BT R FEH AR -3 -
MEPET MR EHOR -3 - ZF0, Ui 2R
WAL AR 0 £ BR T AR T SO i 28 1k
NE 10 min 5460 ) 80 1 K 4235 4R (23. 4 min) ,
VT AR N 8. 296, 1 HAE 13.9 min B HL T X B8 R
BRI | 228 b A TR A2 2% W B 7 AR T R 5 6

2 -3 - A (K 2b) 8 SOV ICE I 2 h JS
UHFE (] 2¢) , K3 23. 4 min (R 4255 (0.2 1 (5 W]
WA/, 13,9 min R OFR -3 - A0 H 1%
THFRARAEAN K, BRI AE ROV IR R R 35 (A R AR AN AR
B R, TR AR EOR -3 - Wk
BEF AR AR E

W 1d,7E B g ACR SR B R, R
HA KA URGT 36 M, EdiE )G 56 d A
UFGT 1% 41 4 (0.04 £0.02) wmol + g~ -
S, BEE RS € UFGT T P s i, 76 R
SRR WO SR K R g UFGT 3 1k 3k 31 e e, B
(2.19£0.23) pmol + g~' « min~".

* min

t/min
a: Xt 8 b AR ECH 5% 1Y) HCL 28 1R 5 10 min K s o B
B 5% ¥y HCL R FUVR 2 b JEFE.
B2 5 70 d° SE R URGT R HPLC €51
Fig.2 HPLC spectra of UFGT reaction mixture in the pericarp of

Litchi chinensts cv. Heiye 70 d after flowering

Ti2r, 51, 6r . =301y
Fior ~o0f st Fast
;8-/»—\/\‘:’;15' = éz.o-
E 6f ) # 3 ERRLS
34T ;:%10- ?2' %1.0-
B o2r © 5T A ar gosr
) SR S | S P ) AU - | P " "
40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80
’imur.-/d ’imem/d ’m&/ﬁ/d ’WEm/d
B1 Ry ZERUR R Bt # i PAL CHI DFR F1 UFGT & #1454k
Fig.1 Changes in the activities of PAL, CHI, DFR and UFGT in the pericarp of Litchi chinensis cv. Heiye during fruit development
25t E 1+t
219fgd - ﬂimﬂ\el.zlz 3 Wig
£ é%z ~‘l“ M 3.1 PAL iﬂl]ii?'ﬁ% \ ‘ ‘
il — BB A 1T R PAL T LRI,
/min Bifi 5 7E S S RS BB O MR B . e g5 AR S
ol ] WA BOBFIERE A B0 WL F 52 R 2 (03
04} oz © fit PAL T LA B RN A R R
5 03f ¥ B LIS A L R SR B2 1 PAL 35 P B gl 1
g 02 | K@WR&Z% it
0.1F 5 Z R 0IE J7 AR L, A BE ST PAL A0
0.0 7R AR 3 Ay TS T 1) AT PD10 i ER
5 10 1s 0 25 30 FERY 7 RS Bl 5 OB IR AT 24k , 25 o 4 SO 7Y
TR0, 2% AL G Ty 2S5 RN /N3 1 1 FobE , fef 25 IR
08F & NG E AT EE 2) A BSA XS A TR, LA
o oer 004 DTT U S5 L, Jai /b o 50 1 A v fil ot B <k
=0 P2 S 3 ) -5 52 7 38— 50 V-, 44 2 A T R 1 08
0o AX FHE 38 TR 5 s A 56 A 5
. m ” m - - FH 0.5 mL Sl AUBEE , 7EAE it /D s T 2 O 11K ) B

gty T L3 Ao 1 o it R A AU R e ) o ok
BT i RS

FEIRIG A A3 R R LI e 1) i BRI 2) I
LIRS ) A TN B BR B XE TR T K, AT S i A D R g
mol « L™" ) NaOH V¥, W5 S TR 2 %553) A
S OBE B A A UM 7R e AT EE B L.
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3.2 CHI®NZEZRE

AL 42 d° SR Sz v CHI 35 PRI, B
SR BIEERIN, & @R ()5 63 d) TR, It
i Bt A SR S 1) B 5 T T 3 0 K 55 AN A R S
SR R rf CHI 35 4k 38 i 40 8 A — 3

Z T SRS B A R B AE SR CHI R [ IR
), 1M 2R F Moustafa 25" 338 77 12 , il Bz R A
JR A R 500 ¢ - L' KOH J5BR1L, 4R )5 F £ B
PTEL SRV EY) 2',4,4,6" — PUE A FEHR
ST, il 25 T PO AR  Bn T CHI 3 P
PIXERE. HAT AT LA Sigma-Aldrich F{ #1435 CHI 2
L PR JEC ) , SO JEG 40 1) 4 B 0 X A PRI 7 CHIL (14 i
AR ZE FP G T A BSA R 3 IE AN, 38 R
KCN B 11 22 1y 48 A il Xof 25 7% T A9 4 £ . KON Jg T il
BRI, ARG A5 o, IO X I YR ) A% 3 55 kA
TCE AL H. 1 ek B K R, P4 R TH 24 35
mL [ H B AR AN TR S) MOt %, ff CN ™ 4
LA CO, FI N, 45K , 8K CO3~ Al NH,", ik
A F/KIE.

PRI AT v, RN JEG 40 ) A A A ) 7
WP S . A R AN 18 K, RTIR T Bl R B < A O I
VT OR)G Bl B R HERS 1 VR ER B 5 S A A
KM AR R G, 5 BRA Dagg o ASBEAR S MM 38
I, BCASRRAE R A s A R BRI T 0K OB JG PR
B, INASIVARZR T, Do o BEAR, 6155 A i
T L.

3.3 DFR WMER %

SHE LA F R B I 4 SR — B
CEL Zp R R DFR TG PR AR SR SE R R S
B RS O AR IS R R Ju &5 SRR
ERYBEE R B, S 1 DFR 3% 1 B 25 5 90 G (o
TGN, AHCRF ST o DFR 36 P4 02 D A 22 o 26 0
(4, ASBIFSE (1) DFR 35 1 DL v o B 330 100, 1T 7%
e IR H ) B R B R R Y R R T B
TR

55 PAL 35 PRI 200, A 5% DFR 3% g )
E LI 0T Tt 0 Lk R R 1) A S, 3 S
BARFRE it 5 /N B MR IS IO M B 26 07 R
P P Aot , Tl o VR B i A7
3.4 UFGT WilllEF %

PRI ZHAS R R Bl A R S R (6 UFGT
HGEE HE 0, X 5 AT N 7E R AR A L BIF 9T 4
L Rt ORI R P (ol U o e s 3 0 1 o
%[14]¥ﬁ'

AR I il 94 ORIl S 0 44 2R B H A et
SR % AR U A2 Ak 25 24 AR — 20 C R fin 2%
PR A 1 2, TE SR B vP B i A PMSF (BSA |
HIm A TritonX-100, FR4 S M - CRUE B BUB0R 5 I
AR ZR i AR B TRAT Y 5 PEG (4000) DL K B - %
KL WER DTT R4 BEE k.

H T AR R UFGT X F#ifit Aty UDP - %)
BEFI UDP — R 3UBE Y S FIEA TR R 22 2 1E B
FAR BRI HH 07 R B o5 A a5 20 P L A A R 3 1L 1
5 A 3 AL —FF , 78 SO0 1A F R A
Hl+r 2 7E URGT i PR R EH R IR T
K ARF MR E , HLAE KT P AR TR A, (E 8 19 7
B 2 e Rk D AR 100 % LA BRI VR LE, E R
O R S R T, BUCELA . +R T OB R BRI R
e R UDPG Hi 55 5, BRI 42 il S 1y (AR R 1
FEEAT HPLC K 52 o7 7497 (430 8 R AT 3 RRE
HROIT P AR A LA 7 Rl R i A
CESE L
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