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Advances in improvement of crop photosynthetic efficiency by optimizing
the photosynthetic carbon assimilation

ZHANG Zhisheng, ZHU Guohui, PENG Xinxiang
(College of Life Sciences, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642, China)

Abstract: With the continuing growth of population and the decrease in arable lands, the global food crisis is
becoming a serious problem for human beings. Therefore, further improving crop yield is important for our
country to ensure food production safety. Photosynthesis is the material basis for crop yield, and the crop
improvement focusing on increasing photosynthetic efficiency via modern breeding technologies is considered
to be a new round of “Green revolution”. In this review, we summarize recent advances, current challenges, and
applications in enhancing plant carbon assimilation through different approaches, including improving the
carboxylation activity of Rubisco, introducing C, photosynthesis into C; crops, and reducing photorespiration.
We also propose promising research emphasis and directions for imporving photosynthetic carbon assimilation

of plants.
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KM PTG 2 AR B K . KETFR
UEBA, AR AR TR 3 SO T AR B e
MAYE S E R E VIR s E1E
FOLREFA N MBI BCRNN 1% 4, BEER
REAE (5%~6%) A R AKHIF T 18, B LR
FEDEE R ORI B MR, B2 —
) ot B

e EP A R AT LN 2 AN J7 T T
— A RE IR A% 33 A A R0, dE AL
ICREL RS fem B T A B LS R
FA RN, — R EE AR, BiEiR
e AL B RE - 1,5 —RERR AR AL/ TN %A% (Ribulose-1,5-
bisphosphatecarboxylase/oxygenase, Rubisco) 2L i
PEL SN Cy B 1E R I@ AR M BRI G IP IR 55 o AR 3T
K BRI G & TR [F) A 77 THT A RIF T2 32 %

1 B Rubisco, 1ZFHIEMUME

1.1 Rubisco RIFLFIELEFIE

Rubisco &M ER I & & i & Mg, il
CO, 11 [ 5 J52 I8 A2 Hh BR A= 47 Bl A LB (1) 32 BRI
£ 35~40 14T, Rubisco #t &L 7E — L83z 5 Y6 A 4
HH L, FET H BRSOy R U I AE
1 1/10", T CO, AR5 B2 BLAE ) 100 24557,
WAL U, Rubisco & MWEA O, EF K IR EE it
At >k, JHod v LR R R CO, 5 O, IR
ZU WA W Cyanobacteria J6&1E R (2]
30 {2 ) A SR K AT (Great oxidation
event, £ 25 {CAFERT) FIH I, KA H CO, 74 F
Y BOZ T T BRI O, PR 2> EiZ 8 b7, Rubisco i
YIke 1t 22 . RABCRAR M BRIARBE 2 B i ok R
EIEBK I FE o, Rubisco #4203 T 5t
CO, MIEFERE S, (EATIAS AT i G b R B8 T T WL 1
AR BEE .

TN Rubisco EEA 3 A2 AL (1 8, 11 B4 AN
1 7YY, S Rubisco DL T BN, — & H
8 N KIFF (RbeL) F1 8 A~/NIEJE (RbeS) #) % 1)
LgSg 8 HZE RN, A [FEJEFREY) Rubisco AL
CO, R SNE (e B (KE,) FAAERCRZE R, N T
2~10 s Z I, A& F AR T H BT O e B s AR R R,
X FE Rubisco BB CA T G Bk R FE Y
KPR IR ARG FRA A Rubisco RF 7
PEREL (Se0) AT CO, F Oy WIRLFFELE, 123
BEER, /T 10~240 mol/mol 2 [A]"*2, fnfa[
AR = AE Y Rubisco BIKE M S,/ & A HT R
Rubisco PAFR BRI BRI £ 55 .

1.2 25 Rubisco S EFE KT

RRAR I e A T 2R 5 U A 75 22K &5 A Rubisco
SRAERF LW 16 EE R, #4 JH Rubisco & &
— M R SR 20%~30%, £ e A K
A T AIA R 50%" . BEIAEY) TR Rubisco & & A
DLIR e b AR A O A s, B, e /KRS AR it Rk
OsRbcL+ OsRbcS VL AR Rubisco 2024 fH 1A &
FHHEE OsRAFT, ¥ FERI/KFEM B 7 Rubisco & &
BN 90%~110%, fEH . fm B FE 2% 1 TG E S
RTHZ) 14%, FEFRBE P 20%~28%; 1HEAR B A AE 2%
f£F Rubisco & & A M F 57 R AR H I
BAHBCY, £ R Kt RIE ZmRbcL ZmRbceS 5
ZmRAF 1 R, A0 AT A 57 25 (R 36 0K 24 8 SRS 40
i Rubisco & & LTI 30%, CO, AL Kk
%) 15%,

Rubisco Hi Rubisco i%H 1L (Rubisco activase,
RCA) HEALTE b, JLIH A0 FE B 12 25 5 ) R 4K S B i
o IEWAKFMAT, C HPH2) 80% (1) Rubisco
A B RCA B, {HEiE . T 5 55 10 35 2% 4 30 1
RCA HIEALIIRE, 53 Rubisco AL G M FIGE %%
RRPER, 78 Cy YR RCA Rikwai#H 5N
FE YEE 1 RCA, 1T 2 52 51 Rubisco 131k
P2 P RO TH 2R, AT £ AR PR (1 B A e & 1l e
PR,

1.3 2R Rubisco fE{L45M4

FHEE C5 fHY, C, FI I Rubisco B A B &1
RALE R, #7788 C, Y1) Rubisco & T A
C; M E B4 Cy HPH 1) Rubisco WA, #id
AT DL SE S I R BCR, TR S
B IE R

KFEH 54 RbeS HiGEE K (OsRbcSI~
5), A H RbeS B OsRbeS2~5 5 5t 4 i
OsRbcS1 FEAEM . iR DL R Aekn SEH 4 h Rk,
H4ml 1 RbeS1 & [ 7515 7/ RbeS 741 AH
PRI, PR O kAL 23 T 245 R 7R OsRbeS1
55 OsRbcS2~5 53y B AR KR, OsRbeS1 5% %
Vitis vinifera LA Populus L.W) RbcS ¥ %) 54
LPT, KT R R IE OsRbeS1, % 3k IR R pR -
JrH ) Rubisco 2B 2 JRAH] RbeS LA L 51N
RbcS1 IX 2 Fl/NIE2E, %445 21 Rubisco I H
R RRAER, LK NFFAEMR) 1.2~1.5 £, B
X CO, BISER S 5HE M T (R S, FF%), T
T U KRR AE IR KA & R I T R
TN,

TEKFEF BN Cy 1EW E1 3 Sorghum bicolor
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1) SbRbcS /I IEFE R, S8 J5 FIH CRISPR/Cas9 %
DR] 20 2 1 R el ok e BE DRUK R 1) RbeS2~5, e 43R5
TR, £ F Rubisco B /KA
RbcL flf % SbRbeS 4 A & 454 . % T #E
TR RubiscoR LI BB BT, AN R I H
X CO, 2R AN ) JORE 1 B I/, A1 s A
TP CO, KT, ZKFEM R A R I H 5 = 1)
CO, R EPY, HRFEENE, LRME8
Rubisco 2B R H 2 (KS,) 5 CO, B/ T (K,
Seso) FTRILM AR K R, LEAFDICEED B IRE
5t 1) Rubisco HHHELH W20, X 38 B LY B
I AL R Rubisco K5 C; TEMIRAELER, Vi
e 55 45 R () B AR 512 B ) Y

RS A A (B 4n 5 8 A 41 3 Rhodophyta)
Rubisco () [F] 46 24 % —ficm T C; 1Y), HE& K
Rubisco KWV FE RbeL 7F C; fH¥)F — HAFERIE
ANEAR A R . Lin S50 R T O, /D AR
o FLASC B (I 2 06 DR SRR oA, ad o A R AL
F 2 5 R & 3 7 5 H & NiRbeL #E R, 3R13 105
i DR T 20 A B A M 1K BE T Rubisco 22,
TE AR AR 73 % CO, 26 1FF (9 N 0.9%), i Rubisco
BAE S RREERN CO, FALEZE, BF 5N
I FAK & 56 & £ ) Rubisco B Cy 1EM R AL T

SRR

2 3% C HEIRRESIN C 1B, &AL
IR 45

eEEY) CO, A RLEE, — J5 1 ] DL#E i g
R Rubisco K%, 55— J7 Al DL i 42 =
Rubisco & [ CO, 7R, LAY Bk 4a AL
(Carbon-concentrating mechanism, CCM). H%AR
H, Cy P EEH 2 ML ) CCM.
21 C,EMMAHHE

C, MM EFR &M CO, [Ftkre IR E/EH
R, HER E 250 000 A A A AE] 3% 1
Cy T, B EATF=AET 23% MRS, i, 1E
C; Y GIN Cy ot 1E @A 2 SR AT FT s
Z—. 2008 4F, Hpr/KFEH 5 (IRRT) &30 1 B Fr
“Cy 7KFE” TiH (http://irri.org/crice), HEE i@ Tk
& & AN 1 R G Cy KT

Cy T B i ROGE A H 3 BT H R i i
Fr e 544 (Kranz anatomy) A1 T 410 CO, [F]1k
ARCY . TEIR G5 MR 2 I KA G 5 £ L 4 AR
21 6L T PR 4 L Bl o e O B )00 J 2 4R R A
MOAE P JZ T I AE SR 2 (B 1), 3 o fife 51 245 44
AL A R A 2 S 20 8] R AH 4B S i, A2 5
Cy A EHRIEGIX E 4k, AH CO, MR ALt
SERY LN

HAM C, Ye & {E Single cell C, photosynthesis

B

7K T Rice

YEE TR AT

I PR 41 i
Mesophyll cell  Bundle sheath cell /

PR C, Y65 1ER Two cell C, photosynthesis

It PR 2
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-
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T A i
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Fig.1 Comparison of the photosynthesis pathways of C; and C, plants
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5 C; YR dae S EHAR, K28 C, 1
VICEAVE R R AAE 2 MBS d b (B 1). Cy 1Y)
T P [ 7 R A AE P PR 4 T, el PR A T X AT T R
(Phosphoenolpyruvate, PEP) 2 {L i {# {t. PEP 1k
SOSLPE A DY BAL B VR IR J5 38 e NS R TR
B RARRR, i il N4 R, SR G
B CO,. 4EE WM CO, KIRETA 3 M
ANREFTR, 25 H NADP-3E Rl (NADP-
dependent malic enzyme, NADP-ME). NAD—3E SR
(NAD-ME) #1 PEP ¥ (PEP carboxykinase,
PEPCK) AL, K2 % C, {-AEW#E & NADP-
ME & RI0CT 25 A8 40 il N B CO, 1E
Rubisco il FlJE il CCM, A F|T-#1] Rubisco /iM%
SN, 3858 CO, [FIAE SN o
2.2 fH C,KFE

Cy 1B (et 2K, =58 BGRER H 23
Cy 1E) (BLn/k AR N22) it 50% LA, 72K
3N Cy a1 I BLHIAE B ORE B 32 m VW
O IR, B Cy AKAE 230 — ANB R
kAR, T2 2 D7 T ) B TAE: — & AE KA
H SN TERN Cy AN LR, =R AEKFE
Wy e 3 XU i 2 PR AR G4, HG v S B 1 BRT 3R
FLFE ORI A SR A0 B4R R TEAS
DA S DR G BREAE AN [R 40 B ()R S P AR 205
22.1 KRAEFIINC, KSEMILFREZE EHEMY

VR, 2 C BRI R O H (i, L
W PEPC. BEMR N EIMR — ¥ M (Pyruvate
orthophosphate dikinase, PPDK). NADP—3f JL g it
Z ¥ (NADP-malate dehydrogenase, NADP-MDH)
A NADP-ME, DA 4 & 1 A KR i
BRI, K0 HACFAF oK FEM RoG & IR
AR RS, T N 1A A R
A KA, WIAETE SR Cy ) CCM AL,
PR, BEERIKLAS Cy BB IEARE” L Cy K
fa, KRB SN C A AT
B ORI, IR TR B R LU TUAN 77 T )

T 5 g IR Cy 7K HE i 75 (1 B A 2R 1 F
BEAT DIREENT . Cy B IEM IR I (Carbonic
anhydrase, CA). PEPC. MDH. NADP-ME #
PPDK, VLS ¥ Bl A P Wi ia i i B H, B
U1 OMTI1. PPT. DiT2 1 NHD1 21, T2 H K
JT, KEB5r Cy4 J6& B 42 BB AL /K FE o A7 72 A B )
SERIR, AR 2 A TR . ANEER I S NTT
REABIA AR I AU, g e g7 i AR R AL i,
JKFEH it B3R IA K NADP-ME 238 soa i) 48

PRAR 2% R A K 2218 55 R B, T I B 308 JK RE U
NADP-ME A& 520 56 & A AR AR A AT #40,
D50, il AT 50 N T 1) 2 38 R0 3l ) 25 e AE 2 81 11
Cy KAEHI KD

FLUGEHA TR 51 N B AL E A IR SRR b Rk
Q& C, b & WHIEH 7 2 CAL PEPC. MDH A
PPDK & & [ £ /K f - A 4 i % 3, 10 NADP-
ME 7E 41 A A0 255 o 7 16 7K R 40 M R 5 1k 3
IR B 7 A SRR e A 28 5% F B, i,
FoK PPDK R 7E M A4 il b ik, A £k B &
JE 378K 5) PPDK {E/K i id 83208, fE/KAEM A
ANZEAE RO AR Hh 4G 1) £ K PPDK HZRIE™,

WG R Z I FRRIE . Lk, 58
1) Cy B THE R DRIL 5 A D hedE F A1 — Lot iz
T o AL G B PR AL AN 28 S8R AR A i A2
AR, — RS 2 R A G RIAR R AR
KIS 18], AN [R] S 3 AT By (] 38 1 ) o 3
R, 2 Ik PRI B BORAN G B 22 R ik
PR Al LG A 1 A,
222 KAEFRIF C, fIRgEH Al Cy KFE S
— 5 T 2GR AR KRR T B AEIA S5 . AR, TE
IGE KTV U 73 1 10 A% TR AT i EL /b, 6 WL 5
P Cy T R 5 R B R R 040 2 T ) F ek
Ji& 32 BLARIUAE CSOR KRR I 4 AR T 25 AN Tk

IKTEA YEE A A0, (B AR Sk
BIRD o fE/KHE R IE TR S KT GOLDEN2
8¢ GOLDEN2-LIKE F&[Hl, W] 75 5 /K Fed 4567 5 4
I SR AR R R AR A - P40 5 48 SR B 2
L FED R TR0 22 3 o, X SR AEAR DL T IR AL A S
(Proto-Kranz anatomy) fHRF{ER",

AR KRG P £ 8, A REFURE Rk H ROK
60 N5 H I A7 AE KRS 23 ) B R K (B
A 1A AE KRS 7SI R AL Cy 1Y KR
B BRIl — Wk SUR B, A2 KA Tl R IL NB-
LRR(Nucleotide-binding and leucine-rich repeat) %]
AT I ] P PR 2R AR e ik R, X
Dyt B TREBIE Cy KRR T &R

3 EMCIFRAHIRRE, RN
FRIBFE
B 7 U Cy MU IR) COM KRB (R 2%
o, SRR, R SORIE EHDEIT AR, 45
TELAR KRG CO, A MRS Rk PR,
DU IRy 5] 466 COM, BB i 0 R
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3.1 RAMFIREMRNFITHERAEN

Rubisco AN SN A Bl 2B R L BE IR (2-
Phosphoglycolic acid, 2-PG). 2-PG &4 F AL
Y, FLA AR B R 2L ) R IR STUE A o B B TR 74 B
5+ KB (Triose-phosphate isomerase, TPI) Fll 5t K B¢
B #%—1,7— — %R % (Sedoheptulose-1,7-
bisphosphatase,SBPase) %5 i (1) 7% 14, M\ T 491 il 4% i
PE-1,5-—1% % (RuBP) B4 S TERH & . 18
Yyt A B IR AR i AR v AR 2 73 2-PG B AE
A1 4rF 318 IR H M B2 (3-Phosphoglyceric acid, 3-
PGA), Ja#& #E NRIRSCIEHE o SGRFIRAC I AT fif 25 2-
PG, Rl SEEL 75% A HLER BRI, X 8% A N A2 G
W fo B L ) AR S D RERT . SR, JERFIR G —ANTH
FE R e 2 AR R o Cs H A OGRS AY
KT EE R KA, IR A K&K A]
WIFEE A [ R 25%~30%, 1E iR mbe T2
SR T AT ik 50%°5,

ST OCIPIR  m FE BRI, EL A IR AR &
BN AR IR EEYCE B ) — A R,
HWAFEA D T 5E, 3 2RI 2 AN T7 10
TR 22 18 Ktk Ak (29 25 125) IR B R R —
AN A 3k M AT AR, 4 H s A B HE 2
AIRRAR K, DRI AT AT AR 5E ;s 4T KA CO, 1R FA
GrBUEANWT BT, 28 100 4R BT T 0.01%,
S 1 25% oA B G REIR Y, RSk KA
CO, AR Fr 2 T, BusE APt A B A
S A

EEXTRIAT VT SE, ] LUK S PR it Av D 2
DA o JEIFIR I R RS Oy AR 43 3 BTt 1
BEAGH L, A2 DI N EE A A7 2 H AR — A
PR IR . WERIR B 5 A, YE IR 42X
T EAE T S R D2 s L7 % . R, @it
PARH AR T B ug& Ao e WA R =i e &
WMEBA AT, B/ IEEAKIFE T A R0k
2 A A o 0T IS B, A S i R AR
RUBLAD 3 Al RUSAE AR SR SRS T KA
H CO, AR AR 43 B0 B0 (1) d5t = 7K, BRARAE 0
WP AT AT A AL & AR g i 12%~55%" . H 3
BFH A CO, A B iy th 2 5 SO 5 B2
151, 15— 77 T P& I Rubisco XF CO, SRR 7, 5
—J7 I FEAS CO, fEAM A BT SRS, 31X 2 A
77T £ PR 2% 68 D' WP R ) A e A7 P R e AR 3R 855
CO, IR T iR G PR FR) 4t R R
32 AMIREMRERE

HIDCRFRACH BT HARE 2 A4 — 2 80R

RARGIFIRACE , FEAR B A o T2 R 2 s 13 3
) CO, 5 NHy BRI AT B AR S IR B 5 g
EAFE; R ROGIEI R CO, 2 —H o A 4%
I HURETI DL A g — AN DLG RN 51 B &
CO, WAL, T 081 S PR R4 1 e & 2%
Hil, CIREREZERSHEYOLEUE, EMES
FE R IR S B — A 4 %% (B 2).

I 5 ) — S SRR R R R Tl 1 A BT R A T I
TRI&1E 1 L BRI 2% (Glycolate dehydrogenase,
EcGDH). 4B SR H (Glyoxylate carboligase,
EcGCL) HI¥2 5 P 2 2 %34 J5L i (Tartronate-
semialdehyde reductase, EcTSR) [ K 5 AN HLEE IF
Il HE AL T g AR T (BTFR GGT ). fEIX
3AEERIERT, HaR T B8 7 N SRR 2
HMER I S LA, TR T — SR GRF IR AR 4
7 (K 2). s RER, HERNYEITELEERES
YR B E S PR R, (H R R A AR
A IILAE R H BRARO B IR 2% R, B S IX — 3%
HIH T Camelina sativas S8 E
Solanum tuberosum L. ¥ Nicotiana tabacum-~ 7K
4 Oryza sativa LAERNFEY)H AR T3 — 20
_LIEi[ﬁfs-Gﬂo

552 %K R T O BE IR AL EE (Glycolate
oxidase, AtGOX). M R R K 5 B (Malate
synthase, CmMS) f1 K g & % & i & 1L & i
(Catalase, EcCCAT) S AR 7 Ff & fr T- -2 Ak vh
(fRIFR GMC SCHR)™, BEANRAR R H AL 3 NS
T PR U )l 3 (R FH 58 B PR B IR S S5
AN QTR AISE R, SF R IRAE N IRBEIIEH T
A TEREMNN CO(E 2). 5 R BN, eI FEME
P E R A RS B RS, H LR
RIFERE R PR 5 H AR R, fEmesk
AT AR H R A R A

53 L EFT GMC X%, XAIE T3
A C BERR U8 (CrGLDH) #X T GMC X
'] AtGOX 1 EcCAT, [HBRH RNA FHHEAT
ISR N B ORI iz B H PLGG1 RIA,
DAYk /> 2 BERR IS H SRR, AT 58 GMC SR
srinE (FFF GMCHRI 3C#8) . 45 R BN, 3R R
LR K H A 264 S AR T 38 0 40%°; (A
e it AR A T e R R PR R R I B R R e S O
B 1 B R FH ) A 4 5 ¥ 255 v T BEA R

B4R OKTE B B 1) 4R E A
(OsGLO3). HRE L (Oxalate oxidase,
0s0X03) Mt FH LA H (OsCATC) T NIKFEH &
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( Glycolate Glycolate | ilycolate
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G NAD" g p) - acc
E(LI.:)L;E?:I;l NADH AtGOX 0, CrGLDH| don
EcCAT]
Glyoxylate NADH Glyoxylate NADH Glyoxylate
EcTSS AC-CoA, AC-CoA,
DHCmMS PDHCmMS
TartrOnate CoA CoA
i NAD AD
semialdehyde Pyruvate Malate [Pyruvate Malate
EcTSR ME ME
Glycerate NADPH NADP NADPH NADP
A

BASS6 | PLGGI
-V

Phfptorespiratory patifway
P Glyoxylate Glycin Sering|
THF T

[ Glycolate [ Glyoxylate
2 COpmrs co, 737
: 0, g
0sGOX3 1.0, ¢TSS
Glyoxylate
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0sGOX3 2
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semialdehyde

EcHYI

Oxalate
0sOxOx

3-Hydroxypyruvate

0,,2H"
H,0,72% 6 car

=

A J /)

L1 FARFIRAE M G b il IR Ac-CoA: ZFEHHIEF A; CmMS: 7§ JNE SRR & H§; CrGLDH: H VISR 4 A% Z B2 IR i 8% ; EcGDH (DEF): £
V56K i 45 75 1 BRI S0 s EcTSR: #2564 R 2L B0 SRR ME: P93 BRI OsGOX3: Xk L BERR A LT : OsOxOx: H R AL : PDH: I

VRTIRRR I (8 PLGG: M2 LB/ H i R e 12 1

Overexpressed enzymes in choroplast are shown in red; Ac-CoA: Acetyl-CoA; CmMS: Cucurbita moschata malate synthase; CrGLDH: Chlamydomonas
reinhardtii single-protein glycolate dehydrogenase; ECGDH(DEF): Multi-subunit glycolate dehydrogenase; EcTSR: Tartronate-semialdehyde reductase; ME:
Endogenous malate enzyme; OsGOX3: Bifunctional glycolate oxidase; OsOxOx: Oxalate oxidase; PDH: Endogenous pyruvate dehydrogenase; PLGG1:

Plastidicglycolate/glycerate translocator 1

2 BUREE A BT PR BB S

Fig.2 Strategies of manipulating photorespiration pathways aiming at improving photosynthetic rate

R E LA R (FRIFR GOC 32 #6)*). GOC ik 2
T 2 L 422 70 R R 9 B (A N B B 8 58 &
iy CO,, MK CCM. 45 53 &R, GOC /K&
BREE R EFNRL = B IH R E R . B,
GOC /KFEmM i 5¥RiP A & BB E T, XE
TR IR AR PT BRI D T AR, AT R s
TR B B,

THESHT 4 o kS e, GGT ik A
AHEAHE, ERB 0T R RE, BN
HAMETT R 75% K S5 0T E NG A B AR EE, I
B A I S B AR T A 3 4K SR R A K £ B R
FEREMN CO,, FIBARHAEL 44T, GMC 5 GOC
SIS B 60T T AR AT B AR
FANA, HEIEIEI CO, 43 I AE S PRI, 34
IR R G RORTY . R I I SC B uis
AR T — e S 4 )k R, (H R S A SR A G A
BRI S A TT S A etk — B R 7T

4 RRE

TR 22 (KT TE T 48 S E R 06 A B[R] AL 1Y
B, DU C (R & R 1 SO T4Rid i

B0 Rubisco @il Cy S5 HLHIFH EE A4 6 0 AR 1
S, TSR SR, OOdE B B (R A AE AR 5 T A R
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